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Amendment to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application and shall replace the version as provided in Applicants' Response & 
Amendment filed October 12, 2006, which are identical except that the present 
version show the previously made amendments in marked-up form rather than as a 
clean unmarked version. 

Listing of the Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A motor vehicle structural carrier assembly4efna 
motor vohicl e front or roar ond , comprising: 

at least one support bracket adapted for connection to at least one frame rail 
oxtonding from a motor vohiolo body ; 

a unitary carrier member adapted for connection to the at least one support 
bracket, the at least one support bracket adapted to support the unitary c arrier 
member on the at least one frame rail; and 

at least one attachment clip provided on one of the unitary, c arrier member 
and the at least one support bracket and adapted to engage the other of the unitary 
carrier member and the at least one support bracket to secure the connection 
therebetween. 

2. (Currently Amended) The structural carrier assembly of Claim 1, wherein 
the unitar^carrier member and the at least one support bracket are formed of metal. 

3. (Currently Amended) The structural carrier assembly of Claim 1 , wherein 
the unitary carrier member and the at least one support bracket are formed of 
molded plastic material. 

4. (Currently Amended) The structural carrier assembly of Claim 1 , wherein 
the unitar^carrier member and the at least one support bracket are formed of 
different materials. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The structural carrier assembly of Claim 1, further 
comprising a cross frame mounted to an upper end of the unitary c arrier member by 
removable mechanical attachments. 

6. (Currently Amended) The structural carrier assembly of Claim 1 , further 
comprising a cross frame mounted f ixedly attached t o an upper end of the unitary 
carrier membe r by permanent wolds . 

7. (Currently Amended) The structural carrier assembly of Claim 1 , wherein 
the at least one attachment clip comprises an integral fulcrum cup and locking tab 
p rovided on tho oarrior member , the locking tab beingadapted to engage a mating 
opening formed in the at least one support bracket to connect the unitary c arrier 
member to the at least one support bracket. 

8. (Currently Amended) The structural carrier assembly of Claim 7, wherein 
the l a ck i ng tab i s s haped to engago mating opening is a polygonal-shaped mating 
openin g in the at l east ono cupport brackot . 

9. (Currently Amended) The structural carrier assembly of Claim 7, wherein 
the fulcrum cup is adapted to receive at least a portion of the at least one support 
bracket when the at least one attachment clip connects the unitary carrier member 
to the at least one support bracket. 

10. (Currently Amended) The structural carrier assembly of Claim 7, wherein 
the fulcrum cup is substantially semicircula r shaped. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The structural carrier assembly of Claim 1 , wherein 
the unitary carrier member further comprises at least one integrally formed 
attachment mount adapted to support at least one accessor y of a motor vehicle . 
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12. (Currently Amended) A motor vehicle structural carrier assembly te** 
motor vohicte front ond , comprising: 

at least one support bracket adapted for connection to at least one ftwtf 
frame rail extending to ward - f rom a motor vehicle body; and 

a unitary carrier member having at least one attachment clip adapted for 
engagement with the at least one support bracket to secure a connection between 
the unit§ry_Mrrier member and the at least one support bracket, the at least one 
support bracket adaptod c apable of supportin ot o support the unitary c arrier member 
on the at least one front frame rail. 

13. (Currently Amended) The structural carrier assembly of Claim 12, 
wherein the unitary carrier member and the at least one support bracket are formed 
of metal. 

14. (Currently Amended) The structural carrier assembly of Claim 12, 
wherein the unitery_carrier member and the at least one support bracket are formed 
of molded plastic material. 

15. (Currently Amended) The structural carrier assembly of Claim 12, 
wherein the unitary c arrier member and the at least one support bracket are formed 
of different materials. 

16. (Currently Amended) The structural carrier assembly of Claim 12, further 
comprising a cross frame mounted to an upper end of the unitary c arrier member by 
removable mechanical attachments. 

17. (Currently Amended) The structural carrier assembly of Claim 12, further 
comprising a cross frame mounted f ixedly attached to an upper end of the unitary 
carrier membe r by wo te G . 

18. (Currently Amended) The structural carrier assembly of Claim 12, 
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wherein the at least one attachment clip comprises an integral fulcrum cup and 
locking ta b providod on tho carrier mornbor , the locking tab being a dapted to engage 
a mating opening formed in the at least one support bracket to connect the unitary 
carrier member to the at least one support bracket. 

19. (Currently Amended) The structural carrier assembly of Claim 18, 
wherein th o locking tab is s h apod to ongaao mating opening is a polygonal-shaped 
mating opening in tho at loast ono oupport bracket . 

20. (Currently Amended) The structural carrier assembly of Claim 18, 
wherein the fulcrum cup is adapted to receive at least a portion of the at least one 
support bracket when the at least one attachment clip connects the unitary c arrier 
member to the at least one support bracket. 

21 . (Currently Amended) The structural carrier assembly of Claim 18, 
wherein the fulcrum cup is substantially semicircular-shaped. 

22. (Currently Amended) The structural carrier of Claim 12, wherein the 
unitary carrier member further comprises at least one integrally formed attachment 
mount adapted to support at least one accessory of the motor vehicle. 

23. (Currently Amended) A method of installing a structural carrier assembly 
in a motor vehicle front or rear end , comprising: 

attaching at least one support bracket to at least one frame rail extending 
from a motor vehicle body; 

positioning a unitary carrier member on the at least one support bracket; and 
rotating a djusting t he unitary carrier member ro l ativo to tho at loact one framo 
rail-such that at least one attachment clip provided on one of the unitary c arrier 
members and the at least one support bracket engages the other of the unitary 
carrier member© and the at least one support bracket, and secures a connection 
between the unitary carrier member and the at least one support bracket 
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24. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 23, further comprising 
mounting a cross frame to an upper end of the unitary c arrier member by one of 
removable mechanical attachments and permanent welds. 

25. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 23, wherein the at least one 
attachment clip comprises an integral fulcrum cup and locking tab provided on one 
of the unitary c arrier member and the at least one support bracket, the locking tab 
engaging a mating opening formed in the other of the unitary carrier member and 
the at least one support bracket when the unitary c arrier member is rotated, and 
secures a connection between the unitary carrier member and the at least one 
support bracket 

26. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 25, wherein the l ocking tab is 
s haped to onaaao m atino opening te a polygonal-shaped mating opening. 

27. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 25, wherein the fulcrum cup 
aligns the unitary carrier member on the at least one support bracket when the 
unitaQLcarrier member is rotated, such that the locking tab automatically engages 
the mating opening. 

28. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 23, wherein the at least one 
attachment clip comprises an integral fulcrum cup and locking tab provided on the 
unjtarj^carrier member, the locking tab engaging a mating opening formed in the at 
least one support bracket when the unitary carrier member is rotated, and secures a 
connection between the uniliry_carrier member and the at least one support bracket 

29. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 28, wherein the l ooking tab is 
shaped to onQaao m ating opening is a polygonal-shaped mating openin g i n tho - at 
leas t on e support bracket . 
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30. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 28, wherein the fulcrum cup 
aligns the unitary carrier member on the at least one support bracket when the 
unitary carrier member is rotated, such that the locking tab automatically engages 
the mating opening. 

31 . (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 28, wherein the fulcrum cup 
receives at least a portion of the at least one support bracket when the at least one 
attachment clip connects the unitary c arrier member to the at least one support 
bracket. 

32. (Canceled) 

33. (New) The structural carrier assembly of Claim 1, wherein the at least 
one attachment clip comprises an integral fulcrum cup and mating opening and said 
at least one support bracket comprises a locking tab, said locking tab being adapted 
to engage the mating opening thereby forming said connection. 

34. (New) The structural carrier assembly of Claim 12, wherein the at least 
one attachment clip comprises an integral fulcrum cup and a mating opening and 
said support bracket comprises a locking tab, the locking tab being adapted to 
engage the mating opening thereby forming said connection. 
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